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The es.ch name of the MIA (Wide Popular Self-Dafense) is Maass Popular Self-
{aziks laiki Aftoamyna), It is ¢alled Wide Self-Defense in oxder
to distinsuish 1t from the Narrou Self-Defense (Steni Aftoamyna). The word
faftomyn” wms colned by Nicholas Zachariades, General Secretary of the
HKE s+d cioes not appear in the ordinary Greek vocabulary.

The i ws the first militant organization created by the KKE after the

Varis &= f:recnent of February 1945. The firast mention of a2 plan to create
such 11 cerganization was made in a letter of Kostas Harageorges to the
KKE P> uro lmmadiately after the unsuccessful revolution of December 1944.

ile Lacter Karageorges strossed that the KKE must hide arms and keep
trusto’ ronbers under eover for later use in forming armed groups in the
citie: onl mountains., These groups would be staffed by the best fighting
membe ;- o the EAM (National Libsration Front). The members would be placed
firct in 14, and later the best fighters would be sent to the Farrow Self-
Defox o o> to the Rebel Army led by Markos Vaphiades.

Thers vero two reasons for the establishment of the IMiA:

a, To gaher together all the KKE sympathizerz who were not actually Party
wiw ters, and former EIAS (¥ational Populsr Liberation Army) members.

b. T bao an organized forece to back up the XKE in its attempts o justify
aw Jogal or 11legal action of EAM, which would be oppoaed by extrems
raralk agal rightist bands formed by the opposing political parties.

In & sreecsh before the Twelfth Plemmn of the KHE Central Committes in Juus
1942, ‘achariades astressed the Vdefensive" aspects of MIA, He stated that
the cranization would be used to proteet the people fram the "murdercus?

rightist hands vhich were ravaging the coumtry, and to resiszt a fasclst

goup « etat.
The T-=lfh Plenun confirmed the words of Zachariades, and in its decision

spoks «lenrly for the establishment of the MIA by underlining especially
that s

a. " mvdercus terrorist activity of the right neceesitates the immediate
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cigaalzation of an MIA %o cope with it, (on, wamen, children, the
“ols democratic Greoce will break the mailed fist of the faaeist
‘vrdarers each time it is lifted against them.

b, "ihe struggles of the worlddng poople and of all the democratic world
©, uans of strikes, meotings, demonstrations, closing of shops, funerala
e vietdms of fasclsm, ete., are the chief democratic obligations,

0 wrder to face the comerete mirderous acts of the opposition,

¢, “he people’s political strikes are today compulsory as a decisive
~wpular weapon to face more genmeral and important faseist terrurist
i p:ssliong,

d.  “bs democratic world as a whole must be ready to defend its life ang
~ “ipose by all means every attempted feseist soup dletat, The people
=% be vigilant. v .

The /714 ws organized as follows«

2. s lowest division wms the square or decemvirate (cell op bloek), which
irted in a bloek of a district amd had ten members,

B. 'wu, three or more aquares or decemvirates formed a section which was re-
coatsdible for a whole distriet,

¢. e five or more sections comprised a sector, which acted in an area
7 lurge as that of a KKE Machtida", Each Pachtida® had parallel with
o & sector. The MIA Sector Cormittee had to be composed of KKE members

d. "ha ety MIA instructed an entire city such as Athens, Pirmeus and
fo-lordkm.  The divisions of MIA in Athens were instructed directly by
wia sthens MIA and indirectly by the "achtidasn and, on a lower level,
Ly tie KWB's (Comminist Organization of the Bass )1,

Ther: 110 existed a paralloel organization in EPQN (United Panhellenic Youth
Orgari‘zation) which eollaborated with the MIA sectors in order to coordinate
their aciivities, The role of the EPQ Self-Defonse wms as important as
that " the MIA,

Ine porposes of the MIA were the following:

&. Jlzlecting the leftists (KKE, EAM, and EPON) of a district from attacks
ty "irrosponsibles of the right?, and assaulting the rightists by counter-
voracks and beatings, :

b. (var‘ing the comittees vhich went te protest to various authorities,

¢. (nuoriing the groups which collected money, posted propaganda bills,
#::1 vsed lowdspeakers fop broadeasting propaganda .,

Ciarcing the groups which sold loftist neuspapers such as Rizospastis,
A2fiberd Ellada, Kaisariani, Antistasi, ote, '

&, (uarding the warious offices of the KKE, EAM, and EPON,

¥, opucizing arbitraxy actions (beatings, wurders ) against persoms of the
Coxking political parties, .

g. Liousing the best fightinc members of KKS to re-enforre the Narrow Self-
1+ lovie and the Rebel Army.

Altheith the "achtidas® and the MiA 80cTOTs were practically identieal, the
HIA 2250 nad additional activities. The First !A Sector worked clossly
with the First SAchtida" (workers), but it had the additional job of guard-
ing stoikars and Tighting strike-breakers.
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10, The #frst MIA Sector we divided, like tho First "Achtida®, ipto +trndes and
craits. Lach trade had its oun group within the 14, The large fac-
tor:ies, where hundreds and thousands worked, alar had their own MA op-
gun:ived within the establishment

11. The Fleventh and Twelfth "Achtidas®, which were instructed by the First
"Achtida®, did not form their oun sector. They placed their best fight-
ing remvers, vhich were very few, in sections of the First NLA Sector or
in she seetor of the arca in which they were living. The activity of the
First "ishtida" and the First MIA Sector was directed by the labor Center
of Atheng,

25X1A

1. I cament, This provides an interesting contrast with the Narrow
Zel -Defonse, which wae directed by the KKE Folitburoc rather than by
Toenl Commumist organizations. )
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